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 I want to leave you with a few words about community. 
 Wendell Berry says “A community is the mental and spiritual condition of 
knowing that the place is shared, and that the people who share the place define 
and limit the possibilities of each other’s lives.”  
 These words are important to carry with us as we move forward and turn 
our minds toward sensible and practical regulation of vacation rentals. We are all 
here because this issue has affected every facet of our community. Too often we 
think of those facets as renters, homeowners, business operators. But these are 
divisions, boxes we put each other in. 
 The reality is, we are all much more than renters, homeowners, and 
business operators. We are human, and we love and share this special place, and 
trust one another with its stewardship. On this small and unique island, every one 
of us does indeed “Define and limit the possibilities of each other’s lives.” 
 So in moving forward, I ask you to think of this issue as it pertains to our 
whole community; not just some parts. We must not succumb to the national 
trend of division and derision. Instead, let us rise to the occasion and be our best 
selves by changing the conversation from “what about me,” to “what about us.” 
 I want to thank you all again for coming out tonight, for your spirited 
engagement and participation. I fight for this community because I know how 
special it is, and I hope to see all of you next month, at our meeting on October 
23rd, where we will really get into exploring regulatory options and other possible 
solutions. 
 I also want to thank our speakers, our hosts here at the school, and of 
course give a special shout out to all the members of the vacation rental work 
group for the amazing effort and coordination that has made both these meetings 
possible. We’ll see you October 23rd, right here, at 6:30. Goodnight. 


